CLAUDIO D. STERN [b. 19541. Studied Biological Sciences at the University of Sussex (England) and received postdoctoral training at University College London. He then took up the position of University Demonstrator in Cambridge and then became University Lecturer at Oxford. Since 1994 he has been Professor and Chairman of the Department of Genetics and Development at Columbia University in New York and is also affiliated with the Center for Neurobiology and Behavior at the same institution. His main research interests concern the mechanisms of cell commitment and embryonic pattern formation. At present, his research group is addressing questions in the areas of gastrulation and formation of the embryonic mesoderm, the mechanisms of neural induction, embryonic segmentation during development of the central and peripheral nervous systems and the musculoskeletal system (from the formation of somites to their differentiation into skeletal muscles and bony elements). The main model system in the laboratory is the chick embryo, which is being exploited by combining its suitability for microsurgical manipulation with modern molecular techniques, but the laboratory also uses frog, turkey, quail and mouse embryos.
